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fort called Nya Elfsborg, afterward Elsinboro, on
the Jersey side below Salem. By means of this
fort he was able to command the entrance to the
river and compelled every Dutch ship to strike
her colors and acknowledge the sovereignty of
Sweden. Some he prevented from going up the
river at all; others he allowed to pass on payment
of toll or tribute. He gave orders to destroy every
trading house or fort which the Dutch had built
on the Schuylkill, and to tear down the coat of
arms and insignia which the Dutch had placed on
a post on the site of Philadelphia. The Swedes
now also bought from the Indians and claimed
the land on the Jersey side from Cape May up to
Raccoon Creek, opposite the modern Chester.

The best place to trade with the Indians for furs
was the Schuylkill River, which flowed into the
Delaware at a point where Philadelphia was after-
wards built. There were at that time Indian vil-
lages where West Philadelphia now stands. The
headwaters of streams flowing into the Schuyl-
kill were only a short distance from the headwaters
of streams flowing into the Susquehanna, so that
the valley of the Schuylkill formed the natural
highway into the interior of Pennsylvania. The
route to the Ohio River followed the Schuylkill for